I.

iI.

Approved For Release 2004/03/25 : CIA-RDP61-00357R000300200005-9

BRIXFING POR HOUSE FORZIGN ;FFAIRS COMMITTIV

USSR

7 b .

Sever:1 new teadenciss on Soviet politicsl scene im recent

#
H

months {izst briefed on 22 October—~Taiwun straits)

Extern:lily

1
2

Lines of conflict with West have been tightoned.
. "Reduction of tensions™ no longer major Soviet foreign

XXX
pelicy theme but should take new look at this after /party

Congress .

Internully

1

. Attempt to stabllize and comnsolidate -~ check the puce
of change.

. Return to a certain rigor in policy and ideolegy but no
reversioun to police state.

. Khrushchev firmly in control, but maneuvering for succes-
8ion may be underway. MNen to waich are 3uslov, Kirichenko,
Eozlov,

Trends in Forelign Policy
Pistinet havrdening tone.

- 98

B.

i
2

. BNew militancy and assertiveness in Noviet policy.
. Examples: Berlin, Middle East crises (particularly Irag)
and appavrent support of China at Quemoy.

Beturn to harder course deemod desiradble by Soviets because of:

1”

Danger to Soviet anthority in EBastern Europe.
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IXI. Ia Hiddle Eaet snd Asia, initial break-swsy of colonial govern.
monts led to extablishment of parliswentary democracies, mostly

neutralist and some teading to the political left,

A,

B.

This gave opening for development of astrong Communist

parties, made il possible for (P to abandon vialest or
gwerrilia tactics and seek power by parlismentiary means
(Xerain, Indonesis),

{
< b }/'L.&[& Ct/l/y'/ s él«t’/h% L

1. These parties mﬁt&lm on sppenl of Soviet msthods

of forced industrial development to populace with
desperainly low wtanderd of liviag.

Goveraments struggling with such problems eagerly

sccept help vhersver they can get it,

1. Novemeat of Soviet bloc into oconomic aid field
in 1955 skillfully designed to exploit these
pressgres &t siniam cost,

FYorme of demoeracy in these countries with mdae

electorate and littles aduinistrative a?r i&? M{J

break dowa under these straias,

1. S0 now we see reversal of iread to left ia
several countries, ss military try te biock
Communistis and bring grester efficiency to their
govornmeats by taking direct contrel (Pakistan,
Burms, laos, Thaileod),
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2.

‘Brosdened oppoxrtunities because of breakdown in demo-

eratic procedures ia certais non-bloc countries.

Soviet feeling of enhanced military-economic pomition

rslative to West.

&. In their view, good prospects for increased bloc
econonic strength--symptoms of ecoaomic crisis in
weut .

b. In their view, growing Communist influence in Asia,
afxrica, Hlddle Bast - decline of Nesters influence.

Deapite more confidence and miiitant attitude, still wish to
avoid muclear war with US4 at present.

1'

Ieapite their progress iz ballistic missiles, US retalis-
tory capability threatens BSoviet survival in war.

They believe in achiesvement of final victory through po-
litieal struggle.

Contimuing posaibiiity of limited war, sspeciasliy indirect
aggression, 1 they think it can be used without unaccept-
able risk--this night lead to miscalculation.

I1I. Treads in Soviet Economy.

Growth rate twice that of US over last decade and in last
five years wore than three times. Soviet rate expected to
continee .

A,

1.

U8 retaine lead in GNP
1957 ~ Soviet GNP = 45% of U8
1965 ~ Soviet GNP =~ estimated about 53% of ©US
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